
 

 

About The Nebraska Farmers’ Market 
Association 

Strengthening our markets and communities. 

The Nebraska Farmers’ Market Association is a state-wide 
non-profit organization founded in 2013 by a group of 
Nebraska Market Managers. The idea started in the winter of 
2010 and has grown into an association dedicated to serving 
markets and vendors around Nebraska.   

The Farmers’ Market Association was proposed in 2010 as a 
way of creating a network that would connect Nebraska 
farmers markets and managers. The need for such an 
organization was underscored by a doubling in the number of 
farmers’ markets in Nebraska during the past 10 years. 

Nebraska Cooperative Development Center hosted an 
exploratory meeting in central Nebraska, inviting all farmers’ 
market managers from across the state. The meeting explored 
the potential of a statewide association and the kinds of programs 
and services an association could provide its members. These 
services could include: consumer education; group marketing 
opportunities; assistance with funding (such as grants and 
fundraising); market manager training; statewide networking; and 
how to accept SNAP (food stamp) benefits, and debit and credit 
cards for payment at farmers’ markets. 

A steering committee was formed and has continued to meet 
regularly to plan an organizational structure that could be a model 
for a future association.  

The committee successfully applied for a Specialty Crop Block 
Grant from USDA to improve food safety in Nebraska’s farmers’ 
markets. In partnership with the University of Nebraska–Lincoln, a 
series of GAP (Good Agricultural Practices) workshops were held 
across the state for vendors and market managers in early 2012. 
Market managers were provided with food safety tool kits which 
included educational materials for market customers and 
marketing ideas. 

 

NCDC awarded the committee a small grant in to assist it with 
paying incorporation legal fees, membership recruitment and 
annual meeting planning. The committee completed its work and 
formally organized the association in 2013.   

The NFMA committee members began to plan for a first annual 
meeting toward fall of 2013 and appointed board members to 
help in this task.  Unfortunately, the number of people needed to 
make the annual meeting successful did not sign up.  There were 
several people that did sign up and the board did get some good 
feedback and support.  Without getting too discouraged the board 
members regrouped and are working on getting the word out 
about NFMA.   They are currently working on increasing 
membership and will revisit having a first annual conference in 
the future.  Please contact them with any questions.   
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The Nebraska Farmers’ Market Association will have a booth at 

the Nebraska Sustainable Agriculture Society Conference.  It 

will be held February 14th & 15th at the Younes Conference 

Center in Kearney, NE.   Stop by and say hello!   
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CLASSIFIED ADS 

No classified ads at this time. 

 

 

 

 

 

GARDEN ACTIVITIES FOR 

January-February-March 

-Carefully brush heavy snow from trees and shrubs with a 

broom.  If ice accumulates, let it melt naturally. Do not hit a 

plant in an effort to knock snow off or shatter ice as this 

can lead to branch breakage. 

-Late winter is the time to prune many deciduous trees. Look over 
your plants now and remove dead, dying, or unsightly parts of the 
tree, sprouts growing at or near the base of the tree trunk and 
crossed branches. 
  
-Prune fruit trees and grapes in late February or early March 

after the worst of the winter cold is passed but before 

spring growth begins. 

- Send off seed orders to take advantage of seasonal discounts. 
Some companies offer bonus seeds of new varieties to early buyers. 
 -  With proper storage, vegetable garden seeds can remain 
viable for more than one growing season.  Storage times vary 
depending on vegetable varieties.  5-6 years: cucumber, 
lettuce, melon, spinach.  3-4 years: bean, pea, beet, carrot, 
eggplant, squash, pumpkin, tomato, cabbage, broccoli, 
cauliflower, brussel sprouts.  1-2 years: peppers, parsley, 
corn.  Buy fresh seed each year of parsnips. 
  
-Check the viability of seeds you have stored over the winter by 

placing 10 seeds on a moist paper towel and fold it over to cover 

them.  Place the towel in a sealed plastic bag to maintain moisture.  

Label it with the seed name and date.  Place the plastic bag in a warm 

location, 70-75 degrees, out of direct sun.  Check the bag periodically 

and remoisten the paper towel if necessary.  Most viable vegetable 

garden seeds will germinate in about 7-10 days, except parsley, 

carrots and celery which are slow to germinate.  Counting the 

number of germinated seeds gives the germination percentage; 10=100% 

germination, 9=90% excellent, 8=80% good, 6 to 7=60 to 70% poor 

germination so sow seed more thickly to achieve the desired amount 

of plants.  Throw seed away that has less than a 60% germination 

percentage. 

-Buy a notebook and use it to keep all your gardening 

information. List what you plant in the garden. Include the 

name of seed companies, plant name, variety, planting date, 

and harvest date. During the growing season keep notes on 

how well the plant does. If the variety is susceptible to 

disease, record what was used to treat any problems. All this 

information will be helpful in planning future gardens. 

 

All gardening tips courtesy of Backyard Farmer 

http://byf.unl.edu/ 

 

 

 

 

EVENTS 
 

 

 



 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
 

Scottsbluff Winter Farmers’ Market 
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The Scottsbluff Winter Farmers' Market is currently in its 4th year 
of operation.  The market started in 2010 when a group of 
vendors from the Scottsbluff summer farmers' market decided 
that they wanted to continue the farmers' market during the winter 
months.  Kathi Manville, of the Open A Bar 2 Ranch, LLC, agreed 
to organize and manage the market and has been the market 
manager since the beginning. 
 
The first year, the market was held at the Hampton Inn 
Conference Center but with its popularity, outgrew its location by 
the end of the season.  The market was held every other 
Saturday from November through March. 
 
In the market's second year, Manville was approached by one of 
the local nurseries, Aulick's TLC, who offered one of their 
greenhouses for the market location.  The market has been held 
at Aulick's every year since.  The greenhouse is a perfect location 
for the market allowing the vendors to keep their booths set up 
between markets and provides a heated indoor location during 
the colder months.  The greenhouse allows for an "outdoor" 
feeling for the market and several of the vendors set up their 
tents. 
 
The market has grown to 16 full time vendors and several part-
time vendors.  An average market hosts between 20-25 vendors. 
 The market started in October this year and was held every 
Saturday.  Starting in November and continuing through April, the 
market is held on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of each month from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Market goers enjoy live music and can even sit 
and enjoy lunch or just enjoy the music and visit with friends in 
the "court yard" that is set-up in the middle of the market. 
 
Manville says one thing that makes the Scottsbluff Winter 
Farmers' Market unique is that the market features a local non-
profit at each market.  The non-profit is allowed to set-up an 
informational table at the market.  This allows the community to 

be introduced to non-profits that they may not be familiar with. 
 Market goers are asked to bring donations for the non-profit.  For 
example, when the Panhandle Humane Society was the featured 
non-profit, donations of dog and cat foods were brought.  Market 
goers can also purchase raffle tickets for a gift basket full of goodies 
from the market vendors.  All proceeds from the raffle are donated to 
the non-profit. 
 
The market boasts an array of vendors including the following:  The 
Cupcakery and More featuring gluten-free products, Mitchell Valley 
Farm featuring seasonal vegetables and grass-fed beef, Victory Hill 
Farm which specializes in artisan goat cheese, Open A Bar 2 Ranch 
premium all-natural beef, Pies by Request features pies and pecan 
rolls, Jams and Jellies Just for You, Double L Country Store brings 
artisan bath & body products and tinctures, Mamma Jane's Artisan 
Breads, Cloud 9 Cakery specializes in gourmet cupcakes, 
Pappardelle's Pasta, Ranchin' Rosie's Longhorn Beef, EBee's 
Honey, BeeHaven Roadside Market, Little Hawk Yarns features 
handspun yarns, Lazy W Diamond Ranch brings pastured poultry, 
farm fresh eggs and more, Meadowlark Hearth has an array of 
seasonal vegetables and heirloom seeds.  Part-time vendors bring 
handcrafted jewelry, spice rubs, pottery, herbs, baked goods, 
handmade gifts and crafts.  Manville says that market goers are 
always surprised at the amount of vegetables present at the market 
throughout the winter, including fresh greens which start coming to 
the market in February due to vendors that have high tunnels which 
allow them to extend their growing seasons. 
 
The Scottsbluff Winter Farmers' Market is held the 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays through the month of April at Aulick's TLC located at 3109 
Avenue B in Scottsbluff.  To keep up-to-date on the market, be sure 
to "like" them on Facebook.  For more information regarding the 
Scottsbluff Winter Farmers' Market contact Kathi Manville at 307-
214-5641 or kathi@openabar2ranch.com. 
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Website:  Nefarmersmarkets.org 

Email:  nebfma@gmail.com 
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